Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
Apiary Program Update ‘
Winter 2020

STATE OF THE STATE:

UPDATE ON HONEY BEE HEALTH IN THE COMMONWEALTH
Tuesdays, Dec 1st, 8th & 15th 2020

i 5:30pm-7:30pm ET [ —3,

Join the MDAR Apiary Program Team to hear the following updates:

-'\\‘)"\Tues, Dec 1st: What is Wrong with My Hive? &
2019-20 BEE Aware Honey Bee Survey Results -
Ken Warchol/Kim Skyrm

«\\\)”uTues, Dec 8th: 2020 Honey Bee Inspection Data
and Aerial Mosquito Spray Monitoring -

L ] Paul Tessier/Kim Skyrm
I@ e, Tues, Dec 15th: UMass Honey Bee Extension and
2020 State Apiary Management -
Hannah Whitehead/Ori Ben-Shir/Paul Tessier

() ()
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This event will not bee recorded so Bee There or Bee Square!

Zoom Link: https://Jumass-
amherst.zoom.us/j/92908342266?pwd=Y004YkxMS3FNSkJDNOU5UWhFbjJOOQT09

Meeting ID: 929 0834 2266
Passcode: 087408

One Tap Mobile: +16468769923,,92908342266# US (New York)



https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/j/92908342266?pwd=Y0o4YkxMS3FNSkJDN0U5UWhFbjJQQT09
https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/j/92908342266?pwd=Y0o4YkxMS3FNSkJDN0U5UWhFbjJQQT09

Apiary Regulation Hearing:
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
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MDAR - Proposed Amendments to Regulations I.Q

The following is a list of notices for proposed Department of Agricultural .
Resources Regulations. —

RELATED

ersons interested in submitting comments on the proposed regulations may do so in writing

) indicated in the or submitung MDAR - Regulations
comments. MDAR is quired to nd to comments; however, all comments received by
the date indicated in the notice will be reviewed and considered
MDAR - Statutes

The date published is the date the notice appeared in the newspaper and marks the beginning
of the 21-day public-comment period, pursuant to M.G.L. ¢. 30A, 5. 3
Click on a link to view the corresponding notice and proposed red-line of the regulation

Join Zoom Meeting

Notices and Draft Regulations

MeetingID: 8399730 1250

Passcode: 8raZXQ
https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/839973012507pwd=dES8
zdDFMZHhJQOZkdWpyQkxpR0c2QT09

330 CMR 8.00: Apiary Inspection Regulations

* Notice of Public Hearing

e 330 CMR 8.00 - Clean (draft)

e 330 CMR 8.00 - Clean (redline)

Phone Info MeetingID: 839 9730 1250
Passcode: 540546

Findyourlocal number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kAheEhTXi

Neonic Scientific Literature Review

* Notice of Public Hearing

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83997301250?pwd=dE8zdDFMZHhJQ0ZkdWpyQkxpR0c2QT09

Meeting ID: 839 9730 1250
Passcode: 8raZzXQ

One Tap Mobile:
+16465588656,,83997301250%#,,,,,,0#,,540546# US (New York)

Update Your Phone Now! NEW Apiary Program Message Line Phone Number: 508-281-6784

Get to Zoomin’ Virtually in 2021 with the New England Honey Bee Update

Due to the popularity and interest from the 1,279 attendees at the 8 virtual meetings filled with a total of 16
hours of education, community and dialogue offered in 2020, we are planning to continue these Zoom sessions
with regional apiary inspectors in 2021!

To receive updates about these events and others, join the Apiary Program mailing list of currently 504
subscribers by submitting your email address using the link: https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiary-
program-mailing-list.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83997301250?pwd=dE8zdDFMZHhJQ0ZkdWpyQkxpR0c2QT09
https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiary-program-mailing-list
https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiary-program-mailing-list

Neonicotinoid Literature Review Hearing:
Thursday, December 10, 2020 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

v' MaSS gOV Search Mass.gov EARCH Q
https://www.mass. qov/event/canceled -neonics-scientific-literature-review-public-hearing-2020-03-131140000-0400-2020-03
PART OF Executive Office of Encrgy and Environmental Affairs Proposed Amendments to Regulations OFFERED BY Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
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MDAR - Proposed Amendments to Regulations I\Q

The following is a list of notices for proposed Department of Agricultural
Resources Regulations.

—

All persons interested in submitting comments on the pro Do:q_d requlations may do so in writing RELATED

by the date indicated in the notice, Refer to the full notice the mailing add or submitting

MDAR - Regulations +
comments. MDAR is not required to respond to comments; however, all comments received by
the date indicated in the notice will be reviewed and considered.
MDAR - Statutes
The date published is the date the notice appeared in the newspaper and marks the beginning

of the 21-day public.-comment period, pursuant to MG.L. ¢. 30A, 5. 3

Click on a link to view the corresponding notice and proposed red-line of the requlation

Join Zoom Meeting

Notices and Draft Regulations Meeting|D: 835 5660 5227

330 CMR 8.00: Apiary Inspection Regulations PaSSCOde: 3Am52T
‘ _ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83556605227 ?pwd=bmxi
" Motice of Public Hearing NUhSRONkQVg3UGxDQORDRUIOZz09
e 330 CMR 8.00 - Clean (draft)
° 230CMRS00: Clean (redine) Phone Info MeetingID: 835 5660 5227
Neonic Scientific Literature Review Passcode: 106861
* Notice of Public Hearin Flnd your Iocal number:
Sl https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbAXYyNnS7
Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83556605227 ?pwd=bmxiNUhSRONkQVg3UGxDQORDRUIOZz09

Meeting ID: 835 5660 5227
Passcode: 3Am52T

One Tap Mobile:
+16465588656,,83556605227#,,,,,,0#,,106861# US (New York)

Voluntarily Register Your Apiary Now!

A total of 601 beekeepers have voluntarily registered their apiaries with MDAR since April, 2017 by using the
new online form: https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form. Please consider taking a
quick second to register your apiary today so that we can best communicate with beekeepers and investigate
honey bee health issues in your area.

Update Your Phone Now! NEW Apiary Program Message Line Phone Number: 508-281-6784



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83556605227?pwd=bmxiNUhSR0NkQVg3UGxDQ0RDRUlOZz09
https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form

Do You Have a Dead-Out or Hive Death?

The Apiary Program Team will continue to offer health inspections of non-live hives through the winter months.
To minimize the risk of COVID-19, these inspections will only take place under these conditions:
e Inspections are preferred as those without beekeepers present in the apiary.
e If present during the inspection, beekeepers must wear masks and practice social distancing of at
least 6ft during the inspection. Inspections will not be performed if beekeepers are not wearing masks or
practicing social distancing!
e Beekeepers must confirm that they are currently asymptomatic or have not tested positive for COVID-19
within 14 days prior to the inspection date.
e Inspections will only occur outdoors. Inspectors cannot enter dwellings to gain access to an apiary or
perform inspections.
e Inspections will not occur in gatherings of 10 or more people.

To schedule an inspection for these hives, please submit the electronic form:
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form. Inspections of live honey bee hives will
resume Spring 2021.

We also encourage you to request live honey bee hive inspections NOW so that we can best plan for the
seasonal needs of beekeepers across the state.

Submit Samples of Your Honey Bees to the Lab!

Request FREE kits from MDAR and submit samples from your own hives. These FREE kits are easy to use by
following the provided instructions and materials. Samples are analyzed and results provided directly to the
beekeeper from the USDA-ARS Bee Research Laboratory in Beltsville, MD within a few weeks after receipt.
There is no fee to process samples so you only need to pay for postage to mail each kit. These kits are great to
use on hives that die during winter and aid in troubleshooting health issues.

Note that each kit contains materials to sample 1 hive so request multiple kits if your apiary contains multiple
hives. To request simply send your name, mailing address and quantity requested via email to
bees@mass.qgov with the subject line “Bee Kits”.

To find out more about the lab and sample prep/processing visit their website:
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-
laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/.

Varroa Mite/Nosema Sample Kits AFB/EFB Sample Kits
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or Varroa Mites? - ] 2
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https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/
mailto:bees@mass.gov
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/

Registered Pesticides for Honey Bee Hives

The following is a list of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) registered pesticide products labeled for use in honey bee hives
for management of pests and parasites. These product registrations are currently active and will expire on
6/30/2021. Stay up to date on current product registrations and label changes by visiting the Massachusetts
Pesticide Product Registration Information website: http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/pesticideindex.htm.

These general use products can be applied to individual beekeeper owned hives. If applying to hives other than
those owned by the beekeeper, then a pesticide license is required. Visit the following pesticide regulations to
learn about the pesticide applicator license: https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf.

Api-Bioxal oxalic acid dehydrate 91266-1-73291 Varroa mite
Apiguard thymol 79671-1 Varroa mite
Api Life Var menthol, eucalyptus oil, 73291-1 Varroa mite
thymol
Apistan fluvalinate 2724-406 & 2724-406-79671 Varroa mite
Apivar amitraz 87243-1 Varroa mite
CheckMite Plus coumanhos 11556-138 & 11556-138- Varroa mite, Small hive
P 61671 beetle
Formic Pro formic acid 75710-3 Varroa mite
HopGuard I potassium Sailitjsc’f hop beta 83623-2 Varroa mite
HopGuard i1 | Potassium Zi'f;:f hop beta 82623-2 Varroa mite
Mite ASv;/rz;\gSchk formic acid 75710-2 Varroa mite
B402 Certan Bacillus _thur|n_g|enS|s 94413-1 Greater wax moth
aizawai
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Check It Out!

www.northeasti ipm-in-action/publications/varroa-mite-ipm-brochure/
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